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WASHINGTON, DC – The House Energy and Commerce Committee, chaired by Rep. Fred Upton (R-MI),

has convened a markup on the Committee’s Oversight Plan for the 112th Congress and four pieces of health

care legislation: the Protect Life Act, H.R. 358; the Veterinary Public Health Workforce and Education Act,

H.R. 525; the Neglected Infections of Impoverished Americans Act, H.R. 528; and the Dental Emergency

Responder Act, H.R. 570.

The opening statement for Chairman Upton is provided below:

Opening Statement of the Honorable Fred Upton (remarks as prepared)

Chairman, House Energy and Commerce Committee

Under the rules of the House, the Committees are required to adopt an oversight plan and submit it to the

Committees on Government Reform and House Administration by February the 15th.  The oversight plan

before us today sets forth some markers on what this committee intends to do on oversight during this

Congress.  The plan does not limit in any way the matters that we may decide to look into during the next two

years.  A draft of the plan has been shared with each of the subcommittee chairs, and with the committee

minority, to get their input.  I believe it is a good, strong oversight plan, and I intend to push to carry it out in a

timely, effective, and I might add, bipartisan manner.

I should note the Committee's oversight efforts will focus on: 1) cutting government spending through the

elimination of waste, fraud and abuse; 2) increasing individual liberty and personal freedom by identifying

and eliminating burdensome government mandates and red tape; and 3) promoting economic growth by

fostering certainty and stability in the laws and regulations that affect job creators.

In addition to the Committee’s oversight plans for the 112th Congress, today, the Committee will also

consider four health care bills that were approved last week by the Health Subcommittee.

Last week during a Health Subcommittee hearing, Professor Rosenbaum correctly pointed out that the

Protect life Act would bring health reform into line with what was Stupak-Pitts -- an amendment that the

House adopted by a strong bipartisan majority during the 111th Congress.  As was the case with Stupak-

Pitts, this bill includes the Hyde amendment language that has continuously been adopted by Congress

since 1993.

This legislation also includes conscience protection language that was adopted in this Committee by a

unanimous voice vote during the 111th Congress and included in the House-passed Affordable Care Act.

Unfortunately, this conscience protection language was not included in the Senate bill that ultimately became

law.

The Catholic Medical Association (CMA), the largest association of Catholic physicians in the United States,

sent a letter to Chairman Pitts on February 10th in which they said that H.R. 358 corrects significant flaws in

the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) regarding abortion funding and protection of

conscience rights. CMA President Jan R. Hemstad, M.D. said:

“Over the last several years, there have been a variety of attempts to compel, and to justify compelling,

physicians to violate their consciences by performing acts they hold to be unethical. These attempts, if

successful, would violate significant constitutional and human rights and undermine physicians’ professional

judgment, which should always include an ethical dimension. Based on a recent survey,” Dr. Hemstad

continued, “we found that a significant percentage of our membership would abandon the practice of

medicine rather than surrender to coercion of this kind, undermining access to medical care for significant

numbers of patients.”

Dr. Hemstad also expressed concern about HHS’s stated intent to rescind the Conscience Protection Rule

enacted in December 2008, calling the Rule “a much needed framework for enforcing existing federal law on

respect for conscience rights.” Dr. Hemstad went on to urge us to reject any amendments to the Protect Life

Act that would contribute to a weakening of current federal laws on conscience rights.

The health reform law contains a definition of services that hinges on the Hyde amendment being retained

each year through the appropriations process. This leaves the door open for the Hyde limitations to be

dropped by a determined majority in one chamber of Congress or by a presidential veto. The Protect Life

Act, by contrast, provides greater certainty that the Hyde limitations will continue to apply to the health reform

law, which was the President’s stated intention.

The provisions in this legislation have previously received broad bipartisan support and they enable us to
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find common ground on an issue that has often been contentious. I commend Chairman Pitts for his

leadership on this important legislation and urge my colleagues to join me in supporting it.

The Committee will also consider a few public health bills that passed the House last year.  First, The

Veterinary Public Health Workforce and Education Act would take important steps to increase the number of

public health veterinarians.  Food animal veterinarians play a vital role in public health and this legislation will

help prevent a future shortage.  I would like to commend Ms. Baldwin and Dr. Gingrey for their work on this

bill.

The Neglected Infections of Impoverished Americans Act requires the Secretary of Health and Human

Services to conduct a study within 12 months on the epidemiology and impact of neglected parasitic

infectious disease associated with poverty.

The Dental Emergency Responder Act would allow where appropriate the Department of Health and Human

Services to utilize dentists and dental facilities to respond to medical emergencies. I would like to thank Dr.

Burgess and Mr. Towns for working on this legislation.
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