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Dear Members and Friends,
We have arrived at a defining moment on health-care reform legislation. The House of Representatives has brought a bill forward and may vote on it this week. The Senate has yet to match this progress, but clearly Congress wants to give President Obama something to sign before the end of the calendar year.

It is critically important for CMA members to act now! As informed citizens and health-care professionals, it is imperative that you act to prevent substantial harm to patients, the medical profession, and our nation. Below you will find a preliminary analysis of the House bill, suggested action steps, and a few additional reflections.

In Christ,

John F. Brehany, Ph.D., S.T.L.

Executive Director
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Item One New Bill in House of Representatives
Nancy Pelosi introduced the House of Representatives' health-care bill at a locked-down event on Capitol Hill on Thursday, October 29. The text of the bill is nearly twice the length of the draft bill that House committees approved in July. Click the following links to read the complete bill  or an executive summary. Here are a couple of key points:

1. The legislation inappropriately grants the federal government far-reaching powers to control every aspect of health-care financing and delivery:

· The bill establishes a "Health Choices Commissioner" (mentioned 288 times) and Health Choices Administration (mentioned 58 times) with the power to determine practically every aspect of health-care financing and delivery, and provides a number of important ancillary powers as well to collect data and order audits.
      2.  The legislation mandates funding of abortion:
· Page 110 of HR 3962 explicitly authorizes the funding of abortion under the public option. See NRLC press release.

· Division D of H.R. 3962 reauthorizes the Indian Health Service (IHS) without a permanent ban on abortion funding.
· Finally, the powers granted to the Health Choices Commissioner are sufficient to allow for the mandate of abortion funding and coverage in the future.

3. The legislation fails to provide adequate protection for the conscience rights of health-care providers:

· HR 3962 relies on language from the Capps Amendment, passed by the House Energy and Commerce Committee. While this language is better in some respects than the outright rejection of protection of conscience rights by four of five congressional committees, it is still inadequate (see page 2 of this USCCB analysis).

Item Two Urgent Action -- Contact Your Elected Representatives
CMA members should send 2 key messages to Congress this week:

1. The House of Representatives may try to bring H.R. 3962 to the floor for a vote of approval under a "closed rule" arrangement. "Closed rule" means that no amendments to the bill can be offered from the floor -- the vote can only be "yes" or "no." This would prevent Rep. Bart Stupak (D. Mich.) and other pro-life representatives from offering an amendment to prohibit federal funding of abortion (now part of the bill).  Urge your Congressman/woman to reject a "closed rule" arrangement for H.R. 3962 and to support amendments banning the funding of abortion and providing adequate conscience protections for health-care providers. This is the first message. (See below for information.)
2. The second step is to contact your Congressman/woman and the Senators in your state and urge them to stop the rush to enact health-care legislation by the end of the calendar year and to enact legislation only with adequate consideration and transparency. The issues are so complex and the legislation proposed is so flawed, that only political considerations can explain this rush to finish. Many of you have seen the USCCB action alert. The CMA supports the effort to do everything possible to ensure that abortion is not funded and conscience rights are protected. Yet, given the fatal flaws in current legislation, the CMA recommends that, rather than focus merely on amending the current legislation to protect conscience and exclude abortion funding, we urge Congress to "reset" its current efforts -- start again and do it right. The CMA's recently passed Resolution on Health Care Reform Legislation provides key talking points.
3. Click here to get contact information for your U.S. Representatives and Senators
Item Three Additional Action Items
StoptheAbortionMandate is hosting a Webcast tonight -- Monday November 2 (All Souls Day) at 9:00 PM EST, featuring top leaders in the pro-life movement and information about current legislation. Register for the Webcast by clicking here -- http://www.StopTheAbortionMandate.com/webcast.

CMA member David McKalip, M.D. has been working with the several associations to advance authentic health care reform. Currently he is engaged in a grassroots effort to convinced AMA leadership to fulfill their responsibilities. Please check out this PDF file to learn how you can help with this effort.


	 


